U 015405-3 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



PCT 



To: 

STUDIO TORTA S.R.L. 
Attn. Jorio, Paolo 
Via Viotti, 9 
1-10121 Torino 

TTA 1 V 

ITALY 


INVITATION TO PAY ADDITIONAL FEES 
(PCT Article 1 7(3)(a) and Rule 40.1) 


Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) 01/09 /200 3 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
E-1639-03 


PAYMENT DUE . ^. ^^^^ 

within 30 KdfiKMs/days 
from the above date of mailing 


International application No. 

PCT/EP 03/50113 


International filing date 
(day/month/year) j q IQAIlQO'i 


Applicant 

G.D. SOCIETA PER AZIONI 



This International Searching Authority 



(i) considers that there are 



-02_ 



. (number of) inventions claimed in the international application covered 



by the claims indicated KfifflSBtf/on the extra sheet: 



and it considers that the international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention 
(Rules 13.1 , 13.2 and 13.3) for the reasons indicated>Oa06^/on the extra sheet: 



(li) [x] has carried out a partial international search (see Annex) □ will establish the international search report 

on those parts of the international application which relate to the invention first mentioned in claims Nos.: 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions In this international application', as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-16 

Subject I (claims 1-16) relates to a method of packing 
packets of cigarettes with a sheet of packing material 
folded about an orderly group of packets of cigarettes to 
form a tubular wrapping having two tubular projecting 
portions. Each tubular projecting portion comprises four 
flaps, the outer flap having a portion bearing graphics. 
Furthermore, the flaps are sealed by melting the sheet of 
packing material to define at least one bead seal outwards 
the graphics. 

2. Claims: 17-32 

Subject II (claim 17-32) relates to a sheet of packing 
material comprising a central panel and two lateral panels, 
each lateral panels having slits dividing the lateral panels 
Into adjacent portions In order to define flaps. 

The I.S.A. has carried out a partial search which relates to the 
invention I mentioned above. 

The applicant is invited to pay 1 additional search fee for the 
invention II. 

The reasons for which the present application has been deemed to contain 
2 inventions which are not linked such that they form a single general 
inventive concept, as required by Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3, PCT are as 
follows 

Two groups of claims, claims 1-16 (subject I) and claims 17-32 (subject 
II), relate to different subjects which do not present a single 
inventive concept; in other words, these two groups of claims solve two 
different problems by means of non-corresponding special technical 
features. 

The only common feature between the two subjects is a sheet of packing 
material being made of transparent heat-seal packing material which is 
folded about an orderly group of packets of cigarettes in order to form 
a tubular wrapping, the tubular wrapping having two projecting tubular 
portions comprising flaps. 

Such a sheet of packing material is known in the prior art, see document 
US 4 784 261 A, (column 2, line 19 to column 34 and figures 2 and 3). 

Therefore, such a sheet of packing material cannot be considered as a 
special technical feature. 

Although claim 17 discloses a sheet for implementing the method of 
packing packets of cigarettes as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 16, 
the sheet of packing material used in claim 1 is not specifically 
identified as being the same one as defined in claim 17 and sheets of 
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packing material which do not comprise lateral panels having slits 
dividing the lateral panels could be used in the method of claim 1. 

The two subjects and the problems solved by these two groups of claims 
are as follows : 

Subject I (claims 1-16) relates to a method of packing packets of 
cigarettes with a sheet of packing material folded about an orderly 
group of packets of cigarettes to form a tubular wrapping having two 
tubular projecting portions. Each tubular projecting portion comprises 
four flaps, the outer flap having a portion bearing graphics. 
Furthermore, the flaps are sealed by melting the sheet of packing 
material to define at least one bead seal outwards the graphics. The 
problem solved by these claims is to provide a bead seal that does not 
interfere with the graphics. 

Subject II (claim 17-32) relates to a sheet of packing material 
comprising a central panel and two lateral panels, each lateral panels 
having slits dividing the lateral panels into adjacent portions in order 
to define flaps. The problem solved by these claims is to improve the 
covering of the two outside end faces of the group of packets or 
cigarettes. 

Since the problems to be solved are different and the special technical 
features which solve the two problems are different, the two groups of 
claims cannot be considered as comprising one or more of the same or 
corresponding special technical features and thus the application does 
not fulfil the requirement of unity of invention. 

Consequently, neither the objective problem underlying the subjects of 
the two claimed inventions, nor their solutions defined by the special 
technical features allow for a relationship to be established between 
the said inventions, which involves a single 
general inventive concept. 

In conclusion, therefore, the two groups of claims are not linked by 
common or corresponding special technical features and define two 
different inventions not linked by a single general inventive concept. 
The application, hence does not meet the requirements of Unity of 
Invention as defined in Rule 13(1) & (2)PCT. 
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Annex to Form PCT/ISA/206 
COMMUNICATION RELATING TO THE RESULTS 
OF THE PARTIAL INTERNATIONAL SEARCH 



International Application No 

PCT/EP 03/50113 



1 .The present communicatio^^fc ^""^.^ invitation to pay additional fees(^^^CT/ISA/206). It shows the 
results of the international sStK established on the parts of the international application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned In claims Nos.: 

a-16 

2.This communication is not the international search report which will be established according to Article 18 and Rule 43. 

3Jf the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the Information appearing in this communication will t>e 
considered as the result of the International search and will be included as such in the international search report. 

4.lf the applicant pays additional fees, the international search report will contain both the information appearing in this 
communication and the results of the international search on other parts of the international application for which such 

fees will have been paid. 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category • Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



us 4 784 261 A (KUTCHIN SIDNEY W) 

15 November 1988 (1988-11-15) 

page 2, line 19 -page 3, line 40; figures 

US 3 809 227 A (BEGEMANN C) 
7 May 1974 (1974-05-07) 
figures 

US 3 051 305 A (HOULE JAMES A) 
28 August 1962 (1962-08-28) 
figures 

US 3 278 016 A (CONTI JOHN D) 
11 October 1966 (1966-10-11) 
figures 

US 3 027 998 A (RIDGWAY ROBERT J) 
3 April 1962 (1962-04-03) 
figures 
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□ 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



ID 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



Special categories of dted documents : 

*A* document defining the general state of theart which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

*E' earlier document but published on or after theinternational 
filing date 

*L' document which may throw doubts on priority cbim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O^ document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

*P* document published prior to the intemationalfiling date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



*T' later document published after theinternational filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with theapplication but 
dted to understand the principle or theory underiying the 
invention 

'X* document of particular relevance; the ciatmedinvention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document istaken alone 

*Y' document of particular relevance; the claimedinvention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more othersuch docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

*&* document member of the same patent family 
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